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INTERACTIVE 
COMMON DATA SET
From static files to a dynamic, user-friendly dashboard.



IRRIS BI Team



What we will cover today

• Brief overview of CDS

• Why we developed the interactive dashboard

• The UT Interactive CDS

• Outcomes

• Workbook and underlying data structure

• questions



You will come out of this talk with…

• Increased recognition of the usefulness of the CDS for both internal and external users

• Practical tips for transforming the CDS into a user‐friendly dashboard



The Common Data Set





Why create the Interactive CDS?

Most visited page on website 95% of users don’t go 
on to other pages



1. Most of the text is in bold, 
identical size font. 

2. Grayed out located in the 
middle of tables

3. Except for the section title it’s 
hard to tell where items start 
and where they end.



The case for a better CDS experience

Core principles of data visualization:

• White space (de‐clutter)

• Visual order and hierarchy

• Intuitive interactivity



The Interactive CDS dashboard



Outcomes

Large percentage of users now continuing 
on to different sections of the website



Data structure

• From crosstabs to row‐based data
• Separate data sources for each item
• Table types: Boolean/categorical, text, numerical, and combined



Each item (or sub‐item) is fed by a separate data source



Tabs can be “stacked” on top of each 
other using the Union function in 
Tableau



Row format data

Pivot table of same data

Look familiar?



Section D item 2

Data in Tableau-ready row format



“Year” column for filtering the data by reporting year.



Different table types represented in the data

Binary: E1 Numerical: B3



Different table types represented in the data

Text: D19 Combined: H6



Workbook structure

Let’s see how all this looks in Tableau desktop…



Future directions

• Data tables of CDS data for research and visualization
• Peer comparisons using standardized data items



QUESTIONS?
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