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Overview
• 60x30TX Direct from High School-to-Higher Education Target

• Enrollments by Texas Public Student Characteristics
• Policy Effects in Direct Enrollments

• Where are the students who do not enroll in Texas?
• Workforce
• Out-of-State Enrollments

• In-Migration to Texas Colleges 
• FTIC Cohort Composition
• Questions
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Direct From High School Enrollment Target
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The 60x30TX completion goal includes a target of 
increasing the percentage of Texas public high school 
graduates enrolling directly into Texas colleges.
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Percentage of all Texas 
public high school graduates 
enrolling in Texas 
institutions of higher 
education by the first fall 
after their high school 
graduation

Plan Year Recent Trend Years Target
2014 2015 2016 2017 2030

54% 53% 52% 52% 65%

The direct high school to college enrollment rate increased by 4-tenths 
of a percentage for the Class of 2017 from the previous year.



How are public high school graduates tracked?
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Although the matriculation rate has declined in some years, 
overall college enrollments have increased each year.

287,408 297,493 307,103 316,666 

155,703 156,777 159,453 165,751 

2014 2015 2016 2017
Trackable Texas public high school graduates
Enrolled in Texas college the following fall

6

54% 53% 52% 52%



13% 13%

47% 49%

34% 32%

6% 7%

2014 2017

African American

Hispanic

White

Asian/Other

The proportion of Hispanics 
increased by 2.4
percentage points from 
2014 to 2017, while the 
proportion of whites 
declined by 2.6 percentage 
points.
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Hispanics were the fastest growing demographic among Texas 
public high school graduates.



Hispanics and African Americans continued to have the lowest 
direct enrollment rates.

8Note: Class of 2017 data shown.

52% 55% 58%
71%

42% 45% 49%

66%

African American Hispanic White Asian/Other

Female Male

Female          20,962 76,556 51,443 10,384
Male 20,133 74,417 52,204 10,567



Economically disadvantaged males have the lowest direct 
enrollment rates.
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61%
52%53%

42%

Not Economically
Disadvantaged

Economically Disadvantaged

Female Male

Note: Class of 2017 data shown.



Texas Public HS Grads Not Enrolled in Texas
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Recent policy changes at the secondary level may have affected 
the direct from high school college enrollment rates.
2016 graduates under individual graduation committees and the 
optional foundation plan had lower matriculation rates than other high 
school graduates.
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20%

44%
54%

Individual Graduation
Committees

Foundation (Non-IGC) Other Graduates

Enrollment Rate

N = 7,320 N =  24,187 N =  275,595



Most high school graduates who did not enroll in a Texas 
institution were found in the workforce.
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24% 25% 25%

16% 17% 18%

6% 6% 6%

2014 2015 2016

Found in Texas
Workforce (Not
College)
Not Found in Texas
Workforce or College

Enrolled Out-of-State



More women are entering the workforce and not college after 
high school.
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27% 27% 27%

21%
22% 23%

2014 2015 2016



90% of Texas public high school graduates who enrolled in 
college stayed in Texas. 
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Data Sources. Texas Education Agency (TEA) high school graduates, 2016; Coordinating Board 
Management (CBM) fall 2016 enrollment file; National Student Clearinghouse® enrollments.



For high school graduates who enrolled out of state, there was a lower 
percentage who were economically disadvantaged.

15

40%
Economically 
Disadvantaged

23%
Economically 
Disadvantaged

55%
Economically 
Disadvantaged



Based on their population representation, Hispanics were less likely to 
leave the state than African American and White students.

32% 36%
54%

29%

49% 44%
22%

53%

13% 12% 16% 14%
6% 8% 8% 4%

Graduated High
School

Enrolled in Texas Enrolled Out of State Not Found

White Hispanic African American Asian/Other
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The states most frequently enrolling Texas public high school 
graduates were Oklahoma, Arkansas, Louisiana, and California.
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1 2

3

4

These top four states 
for out-of-state college 
enrollment maintained 
their rank across the six 
graduating class 
cohorts.

1 2

3

4



1 in 5 Texas high school graduates who went out of state for college 
attended one of the following 8 institutions:
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Are students forced to enroll out of state because they are not 
accepted to a Texas university?

Although the state does not have sufficient data to answer the 
question directly, the most likely answer is ‘no.’ 

• 58% of 2016 HS graduates who enrolled in an out-of-state 4-year 
institution never applied to a Texas public 4-year institution. 

• Nearly 4 out of 5 (78%) students who applied to a Texas public 4-
year institution but enrolled out-of-state were accepted to at least 
one institution.

19



Most students who were not accepted at a Texas public 4-year 
institution enrolled at a Texas public 2-year institution. 

51%

32%

9% 7%

Texas Public 2-Year Not Found Out of State TX Independent 4-
Year

20Source. CBM00B, CBM001 and National Student Clearinghouse (Fall 2016)

74% of those “shut out” 
submitted an application to only 
1 Texas public 4-year institution.

N = 17,262



In-Migration to Texas
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Texas receives fewer FTIC students than it sends.
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In 2016, 17,536 Texas 
high school graduates 
enrolled out of state.

10,970 FTIC students 
enrolled in Texas from 
outside the state.



The top state to send students to Texas is California, followed by 
Louisiana and New Mexico.
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5,883 FTIC students
came to Texas from 
other states in fall 
2016.

3,052 (52%) FTIC 
students from out of 
state enrolled at a 4-
year institution

Source. Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board, CBM 001 (Fall 2016)



45% of fall 2016 FTIC students from outside Texas came from foreign 
nations. 2 out of 3 foreign students enrolled in a 2-year institution.
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FTIC Cohort Composition
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94% of 2016 FTIC students enrolled at Texas public institutions were 
from Texas, the majority of which were directly from high school.
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Private high school graduates comprised the largest group 
classified as not direct from high school aged 18 or under.

41%

28%

12%

11%

9%

Percent of not direct from public high school students age 18 
or under

Private High School (HS)

Texas Public High School
Student Not Matched
Homeschool or Online High
School
Non-Texas High School

Graduated <18 years Old or
Has HS Equivalency
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N = 10,165



The majority of non-direct from public high school FTIC 
students aged 19 and older enrolled at a 2-year institution.

50% 51%

86%
96% 98%

50% 49%

15%
5% 2%

Direct from Public
HS

Not Direct, 18
and under

Not Direct, 19 Not Direct, 20-24 Not Direct, 25
and over

Percent of students enrolling in college for first time, by age

2-Year 4-Year
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N = 142,180  N = 10,165 N = 10,639 N = 13,750 N = 12,258



African Americans had greater representation among those who 
entered college for the first time at ages 25 and over. 

32%
47% 37% 30% 35%

46%
33% 44% 48% 35%

12% 8% 12% 15% 22%
10% 12% 8% 7% 8%

Direct from Public
HS

Not Direct, 18
and under

Not Direct, 19 Not Direct, 20-24 Not Direct, 25
and over

White Hispanic African American Asian/Other
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N = 142,180  N = 10,165 N = 10,639 N = 13,750 N = 12,258



The majority of non-direct from public high school FTIC 
students aged 19 or older enrolled part-time.

23% 29%

52%
63% 69%

77% 71%

48%
37% 31%

Direct from Public
HS

Not Direct, 18
and under

Not Direct, 19 Not Direct, 20-24 Not Direct, 25
and over

Percent of students enrolling in college for first time, by age

Part-time Full-time
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N = 142,180  N = 10,165 N = 10,639 N = 13,750 N = 12,258



Fewer FTIC students who delayed college entry met TSI than those 
who enrolled directly after public high school or those 18 and under.

56% 59%

40%
30%

15%

Direct from Public
HS

Not Direct, 18
and under

Not Direct, 19 Not Direct, 20-24 Not Direct, 25
and over

Percent who Met TSI, Fall 2016
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N = 142,180  N = 10,165 N = 10,639 N = 13,750 N = 12,258



Key Takeaways
• Some of the decline in direct from high school enrollment rate 

might be related to demographic shifts, secondary graduation 
policy changes, and more women entering the workforce after 
high school graduation.

• About 5 percent of Texas high school graduates and 10 percent of 
those who enroll in higher education left the state to do so. This 
percentage has been steady over the last 6 years and does not 
appear to explain recent decreases in the direct enrollment rate. 

• A greater percentage of FTIC students who delayed college entry 
from high school graduation enrolled at 2-year institutions, were 
part-time, and were not college ready. 
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Questions?

Contact Information

Josie Brunner
Senior Program Evaluator

Texas Higher Education Coordinating Board
Phone: 512.427.6237

Email: Josie.Brunner@thecb.state.tx.us
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