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Successful Data Presentations 

Dr. Steven W. Hagstrom 
Tarrant County College 



What This Presentation Isn’t 

A “How-To” or DYI for Presentations 
 
Survey of Presentation Construction programs 
 
New State Reporting Requirements 
 



What this Presentation Is 

Explore How People See 
 
Look at How People Communicate 
 
Examine How People Learn  
 
 



Six Important Points 



"Show me your tables and conceal 
your flowcharts, I shall continue to 

be mystified. Show me your 
flowcharts, I won’t need your 
tables;  they’ll be obvious."  

John McCarthy, 1995  



Largest Conduit to the Brain 

• 1. Sight 
 

• 2. Hearing 
 

• 3. Touch 
 

• 4. Smell 
 

• 5. Taste 



Most Discriminatory 

• 1. Touch 
 

• 2. Taste 
 

• 3. Smell 
 

• 4. Sight 
 

• 5. Sound 



Six Important Points 

1. Engage the Ability to Visually Gather Information.  
 

 



Communication Model 



Communication Model 

Sender Receiver   Message 
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Communication Model 

Sender   Message 



 

STORY 



Communication Model 

Sender Receiver   Message 



Communication Model 

Sender Receiver   Message 



Six Important Points 

1. Engage the Ability to Visually Gather Information.  
2. Understand Who Your Audience Is. 

 





 

Where’s Waldo 





 35893764151819039812071789 
618751389874-5-1-1476862393 
49003403407978965461901786 
98758968968901=1=1=9549876 
78954789890189054781=87578 
874636105960-16856-01-1-7891 
89897875478978785774785788 



Where’s  6105960 



 35893764151819039812071789 
618751389874-5-1-1476862393 
49003403407978965461901786 
98758968968901=1=1=9549876 
78954789890189054781=87578 
874636105960-16856-01-1-7891 
89897875478978785774785788 



Average Time to “Read” a 
Graph/Chart – 80% 

• .5 Second 
• 2.5 Second 
• 5.0 Seconds 
• 7.5 Seconds 
• 10 Seconds 
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Average Time to “Read” a Picture – 
80% 

• .5 Second 
• 2.5 Second 
• 5.0 Seconds 
• 7.5 Seconds 
• 10 Seconds 





Average Time to “Read” a Picture – 
80% 

• .5 Second 
• 2.5 Second 
• 5.0 Seconds 
• 7.5 Seconds 
• 10 Seconds 





Average Time to “Read” a Picture 
with Familiar Imagery– 80% 

• .5 Second 
• 2.5 Second 
• 5.0 Seconds 
• 7.5 Seconds 
• 10 Seconds 





Average Time to “Read” a Picture 
with Familiar Imagery– 80% 

• .03 Second 
• .5 Second 
• 2.5 Second 
• 5.0 Seconds 
• 7.5 Seconds 
• 10 Seconds 



Average Time to “Read” a Table – 80% 

• .5 Second 
• 2.5 Second 
• 5.0 Seconds 
• 7.5 Seconds 
• 10 Seconds 



 



 



Average Time to “Read” a Table – 80% 

• .5 Second 
• 2.5 Second 
• 5.0 Seconds 
• 7.5 Seconds 
• 10 Seconds 
• 20 Seconds 



Molecular Changes During Learning 



 



Number of Students in 
Service Area 







Earthquakes in the 
World Since 1898 





Tornadoes in the United 
States Since 200 





Six Important Points 

1. Engage the Ability to Visually Gather Information.  
2. Understand Who Your Audience Is. 
3. Use Pictures Rather than Numbers. 
 

 



BUT 



Common Pitfalls 



Common Pitfalls 

1.  Inaccurate Accuracy 
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Common Pitfalls 

1. Inaccurate Accuracy 
2. Gratuitous Graphics 





 



"There's nothing worse than a 
sharp image of a fuzzy concept.“ 

 
                                   Ansel Adams  



Common Pitfalls 

1. Inaccurate Accuracy 
2. Gratuitous Graphics 
3. Goofy Transitions 



Racquetball Fundamentals 

• 2, 3, or 4 players. 
• 1 player serves, other “returns.” 
• Only serving player can score. 
• Served ball must land past serving line and 

cannot hit back wall. 
• Ball can only bounce once before striking front 

wall…but ball does not have to bounce. 
 

 



Six Important Points 

1. Engage the Ability to Visually Gather Information.  
2. Understand Who Your Audience Is. 
3. Use Pictures Rather than Numbers. 
4. Refrain From Use of Gratuitous Visuals. 

 



Six Important Points 

1. Engage the Ability to Visually Gather Information.  
2. Understand Who Your Audience Is. 
3. Use Pictures Rather than Numbers. 
4. Refrain From Use of Gratuitous Visuals. 
5. DON’T EVER READ THE NARRATIVE! 
 

 



Communication Model 

Sender Receiver   Message 



Communication Model 

Sender Receiver   Story 



http://www.worldtravelattractions.com/lascaux-caves/




The Power of Stories 

1. Lou Gerstner; IBM 
2. Sam Walton; Wal-Mart 
3. Delta Airlines 
4. Lee Iacocca; Chrysler Corp. 



Six Important Points 

1. Engage the Ability to Visually Gather Information.  
2. Understand Who Your Audience Is. 
3. Use Pictures Rather than Numbers. 
4. Refrain From Use of Gratuitous Visuals. 
5. DON’T EVER READ THE NARRATIVE! 
6. Tell A Story (Preferably a Humorous One). 

 
 


	vv
	Successful Data Presentations
	What This Presentation Isn’t
	What this Presentation Is
	Six Important Points
	"Show me your tables and conceal your flowcharts, I shall continue to be mystified. Show me your flowcharts, I won’t need your tables;  they’ll be obvious." 
	Largest Conduit to the Brain
	Most Discriminatory
	Six Important Points
	Communication Model
	Communication Model
	Communication Model
	Communication Model
	Communication Model
	Communication Model
	STORY
	Communication Model
	Communication Model
	Six Important Points
	Slide Number 20
	Where’s Waldo
	Slide Number 22
	Slide Number 23
	Slide Number 24
	Slide Number 25
	Average Time to “Read” a Graph/Chart – 80%
	Slide Number 27
	Average Time to “Read” a Graph/Chart – 80%
	Average Time to “Read” a Picture – 80%
	Slide Number 30
	Average Time to “Read” a Picture – 80%
	Slide Number 32
	Average Time to “Read” a Picture with Familiar Imagery– 80%
	Slide Number 34
	Average Time to “Read” a Picture with Familiar Imagery– 80%
	Average Time to “Read” a Table – 80%
	Slide Number 37
	Slide Number 38
	Average Time to “Read” a Table – 80%
	Slide Number 40
	Slide Number 41
	Number of Students in Service Area
	Slide Number 43
	Slide Number 44
	Earthquakes in the World Since 1898
	Slide Number 46
	Tornadoes in the United States Since 200
	Slide Number 48
	Six Important Points
	BUT
	Common Pitfalls
	Common Pitfalls
	Slide Number 53
	Slide Number 54
	Common Pitfalls
	Slide Number 56
	Slide Number 57
	"There's nothing worse than a sharp image of a fuzzy concept.“��                                   Ansel Adams 
	Common Pitfalls
	Racquetball Fundamentals
	Six Important Points
	Six Important Points
	Communication Model
	Communication Model
	Slide Number 65
	Slide Number 66
	The Power of Stories
	Six Important Points

